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ABSTRACT 

This document ties the essential skills needed in 
mathematics to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 1 
(NCTM) Curriculum and Evaluation Standards to help facilitate future 
curriculum development. The overall goal for the 21st century is to 
make mathematical power a reality for all students. The rationale for 
this document can be found in three goals: (1) to restructure 
mathematics curricula and teaching strategies to change mathematics 
from a static discipline to a dynamic process; (2) to set high 
standards of numeracy for all students; and (3) to integrate student 
assessment with the learning process. This document divides essential 
mathematical skills into three grade levels: K-3, 4-8, and 9-12. Each 
section presents the essential skills needed at each level in matrix 
form showing the direct relationship between the content skills and 
the NCTM Standards. Each section also supplies a list of student 
outcomes for each content area, as well as examples of indicators. A 
direct assessment program which can be used in meeting goal 3 is 
presented. Contains 22 references . (RLB) 
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